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LAWSUITS

BELOW:

Petitioning the Committee for Inquest of
Prosecution at Osaka District Court (ongoing:
Osaka District Court)

On December 14, 2019, over 3,200 citizens nationwide
filed a complaint at the Osaka District Public Prosecutors

Office against current and former Kansai Electric ABOVE:

executives for taking cash and gifts. The planitiffs Lawsuit addressing Kansai Electric executives

accused the utility executives of aggravated breach of
trust and the acceptance of bribes prohibited under the (ongoing: Osaka District Court)
Companies Act. On November 9, 2021, the prosecutor’s

Green Action members are among the 49 plaintiffs.

office dropped the case, not indicting the executives.
On January 7, 2022, citizens, including members of
Green Action, petitioned the Committee for the Inquest
of Prosecution“to decide the case be remanded to the

Osaka District Public Prosecutors Office.
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for receiving bribes in the form of cash and gifts.

ABOVE:

Lawsuit to challenge the government’s implementation of
“back-fit” regulations (lost in Nagoya District Court)

This lawsuit challenging the government on its post-Fukushima
accident regulations was lost by plaintiffs on March 10, 2022. The

Green Action director was one of 9 plaintiffs.
LEFT:

Lawsuit to stop Ohi nuclear power plant (ongoing: Osaka Court of

- Appeals)

This lawsuit is filed by 212 citizens against the Japanese
government. Green Action director is co-chief plaintiff. The case

is now in appellate court. Plaintiffs won the Osaka District Court
decision in December 2020. The verdict ruled that the government’s
licenses for operating Kansai Electric’s Ohi Units 3 and 4 were
illegal and revoked the licenses. Kansai Electric is the second
largest electric utility in Japan and owner/operator of the greatest

number of nuclear power plants.
LEFT:

Lawsuit to stop aging nuclear reactors (ongoing: Nagoya District
Court)

This lawsuit filed against the Japanese government is a joint effort
by citizens in a wide area downwind of Kansai Electric’s nuclear
power plants. Its aim is to stop operation of Takahama Units 1 and

2 and Mihama Unit 3, all over 40 years old.. 5
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This event has passed.

Minamata & Fukushima: Structural Violence in
Environmental Disaster

Tuesday, April 12 12:00 - 14:00

Panelist:  Aileen Mioko Smith

Overview

The small city of Minamata, located in the southemn island of Kyushu in the Japanese archipelago, is known for an
industrial disease named after that city. “Minamata disease" is caused by the ingestion of methyl mercury that was
released for more than three decades, beginning in 1937, from a factory owned by the Chisso Gorporation.
Mercury flowed into Minamata Bay, where it accumulated in and eventually damaged or destroyed the natural
environment. Human health—in particular, the fishers who consumed the fish and shellfish they caught—was also
affected through the food chain by this envirenmental disaster. Once mercury enters the human body and
accumulates to a sufficient degree, it affects the nervous system, paralyzing one’s body—fingers, legs, and
tongue, for example. One eventually loses control of the whole body and often dies an agonizing death. Despite
widely observed harm in fish, cats, and humans and the long-held suspicion that the chemicals released by the
Chisso factory caused fatal diseases, officials did not confirm the correlation between the disease and Chisso's
wastewater for decades until 1968.

Fast-forward a little over forty years, a nuclear accident, arguably comparable to Chernabyl in its magnitude of
damage, took place in Fukushima, Japan, due to power loss caused by an earthquake and subsequent tsunami.
The Japanese govemment concealed data about radiation exposure fram the reactor meltdowns to the public,
which prevented them from taking protective actions to avoid harm. The state of emergency that the government
issued allowed for radiation levels 20 times higher levels than the standards adopted domestically and
internationally, which has not been rescinded to this day, exposing the residents at risk, including pregnant women
and children

Immediately after the nuclear accident in 2011 in Fukushima, Japan, Aileen Mioko Smith, who lived in Minamata
with Eugene Smith in 1671 through 1974 and later became an anti-nuclear activist, proposed ten critical
responses that are common in the aftermath of environmental disasters like Minamata and Fukushima. They are:
1) holding no one accountable for the damage; 2) emphasizing *both sides” of apinions and treating the
victimizers and victims equally; 3) dividing the sufferers and having them antagonize each other; 4) collecting no
data and thus leaving no evidence behind; 5 buying time by doing nothing; 6) investigating the damage in a way
that diminishes its impact; 7) making the sufferers exhausted so that they would give up; 8) defining the category
of sufferers narrowly in order to minimize the compensation; 9) sending out lttle information overseas regarding
the damage; 10) organizing interational conferences and inviting scholars worldwide who would agree with the
govemment and corporation. In light of these ten commonalities between Minamata and Fukushima insightfully
pointed out by Smith, this webinar will explore the structural and systematized violence observed in Minamata and
Fukushima while tracing people’s resistance against it

Referring to the structural violence that was observed in Minamata and Fukushima, including strategic withholding
of important information that prevented people from knowing that their lives were unnecessarily put at risk, this
panel plans to discuss the following issues: the contemporary implications of mercury poisoning; the mistaken
view that nuclear power is one solution for mitigating climate change; people’s struggle and resistance against the
corporation's environmental pollution and the government that allowed such pollution; the role of photojournalism:
and how these episodes unfolded in the recently released film Minamata.

MINAMATA Film: https://youtu.be/WP3pKTssw_E

Zoom Meeting Access
April 12, 2022 12:00 PM (Noon) Tokyo — Start
hitps:/emple.zoom.us /932453512837 VkxHNTIKZGIYOG34QT09

Meeting ID: 932 45351283 | Passcode: 106014

Institute of Contemporary Asian Studies
Temple University, Japan Campus

www.tuj.ac.jplicas
Information: Kyle Cleveland, ICAS Co-Director | Email: kyleci@temple.edu

ICAS events reflect the opinions of the speakers and participants, and do not represent the views of Temple
University or the Institute of Gontemporary Asian Studies.

Date & Time:  Tuesday, April 12 12:00 - 14:00

Moderator: Kyle Cleveland (ICAS Co-Director)

is ged (e-mail to icas@tuj temple.edu), but not required. EixL T
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This event s organized by Kyle Cleveland, ICAS Co-Director.

Panel
Aileen Mioko Smith

Alleen Mioko Smith is an activist and jounalist, whose work focuses on
environmental justice. She is the Executive Director of Green Action Japan, an anti-
nuclear organization established 26 years ago. Before starting Green Action, Smith
worked with the LIFE magazine photojournalist W. Eugene Smith photographing the
plight and fight for justice of Minamata disease victims in southern Japan. Their
photojournalism of this environmental scandal produced some of the most iconic
photographs in the history of modern journalism and is widely recognized as
bringing international attention to this tragic isaster. Their story was made into the
major motion picture “Minamata,” starring Johnny Depp.

WEBINARS

LEFT:

Minamata & Fukushima: Structural Violence in Environmental Disaster
Institute of Contemporary Asian Studies (ICAS)

Temple University, Japan Campus

April 12, 2022

https://icas.tuj.ac.jp/event/minamata-fukushima-structural-violence-in-environmental-disaster/

Green Action together with two professors (from Temple University Tokyo Campus and Purdue
University in Chicago) planned this event with the intension of creating a model for future such
events. ICAS hosted the meeting.



SYMPOSIUMS

CITIZENS’ NUCLEAR INFORMATION CENTER (CNIC) SYMPOSIUM
Nuclear Crisis and Peaceful Use of Nuclear Energy — Implications of the Rokkasho Reprocessing Plant Operation
April 28, 2022 (Tokyo, Japan)

Green Action director joined members of the International Panel on Fissile Materials (IPFM)* in this symposium held in Tokyo and online.

Green Action director’s presentation: Domestic and International Implications of Operating Rokkasho

*The International Panel on Fissile Materials (IPFM) was founded in January 2006 and is an independent group of arms-control and nonproliferation experts

from both nuclear weapon and non-nuclear weapon states.
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BOOKLETS / JOINT TALKS

Green Action issued two booklets with the cooperation of Agenda Project.

LEFT:

Green Action interview of Mizue Kanno, a Fukushima nuclear accident refugee.
Many of Ms. Kanno’s experiences (such as a metallic taste in the mouth) are
similar to experiences of residents living near the Three Mile Island (TMI)
nuclear power plant during the 1979 accident. This booklet chronicles Ms.
Kanno’s many experiences including evacuating from the area, her subsequent

thyroid cancer, and current problems with here home in Fukushima.

RIGHT:

This booklet records a lecture given by Green Action director Aileen Mioko
Smith. The talk covers decades of experience in the environmental and anti-
nuclear movement in Japan and addresses current issues such as stopping
Japan’s nuclear power and nuclear fuel cycle programs. It also explains how
nuclear power is being erroneously promoted as a solution to the climate

challenge.

RIGHT:
Mizue Kanno and Aileen Mioko Smith have given multiple talks to large food
cooperatives.
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LEAFLETS

BELOW:

Leaflet protesting the planned release by Tokyo Electric of Fukushima accident

radioactive discharges (tritium) into the marine environment

Issued by: The Kansai Citizen Network on Nuclear Accident Evacuation Plans
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ABOVE:
Leaflet opposing start up of Kansai Electric's aging reactor Mihama Unit 3
Issued by: The Kansai Citizen Network on Nuclear Accident Evacuation Plans*

*Green Action is the contact for the Kyoto Prefecture area.



PROTEST STATEMENTS AND PETITIONS

MIDDLE:
November 17, 2021

Protest Statement: MOX fuel arriving at Takahama Unit 3 from France
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BELOW:
June 23, 2021
Protest Statement: Aging reactor Mihama Unit 3 Start Up

TOP RIGHT:
Protest statement concerning problems of eroded pipes at
the Ohi nuclear power plant.
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RIGHT:

The Kansai Citizen Network on Nuclear Accident Evacuation Plans* continued to meet

with local authorities. Green Action is the contact for the Kyoto Prefecture area.




May 14, 2021

Meeting with Shiga Prefecture concerning the prefecture's nuclear accident

evacuation plans and start up of Kansai Electric's aging reactor Mihama Unit 3.

Shiga is the main prefecture in the Kansai central Japan region raising concerns
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about nuclear power plant restarts.

3458788
WHRBUESE
i sanan |

SUBMISSIONS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES



